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On the Parish? is a study of the negotiations which took place over the allocation of poor relief in the rural
communities of sixteenth, seventeenth and early eighteenth century England. It analyzes the relationships
between the enduring systems of informal support through which the laboring poor made attempts to survive
for themselves; the expanding range of endowed charity encouraged by the late sixteenth century statutes for
charitable uses; and the developing system of parish relief coordinated under the Elizabethan poor laws.

Based on exhaustive research in the archives of the trustees who administered endowments, of the overseers
of the poor who assessed rates and distributed pensions, of the magistrates who audited and coordinated
relief and of the royal judges who played such an important role in interpreting the Elizabethan statutes, the
book reconstructs the hierarchy of provision of relief as it was experienced among the poor themselves. It
argues that receipt of a parish pension was only the final (and by no means the inevitable) stage in a
protracted process of negotiation between prospective pensioners (or "collectioners," as they came to be
called) and parish officers. This running theme is itself reflected in a series of chapters whose sequence seeks
to mirror the experience of indigence, moving gradually (and by stages) from the networks of care provided
by kin and neighbors into the bureaucracy of the parish relief system, emphasizing in particular the
importance of labor discipline in the thinking of parish officers.

By illuminating the workings of a relief system in which notions of entitlement were both under-developed
and contested, On the Parish? provides historical perspective for contemporary debates about the rights and
obligations of the poor in a society where the dismantling of the welfare state implies that there is, once
again, no right to relief from cradle to grave.
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From reader reviews:

Ivan Caputo:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled On the Parish?: The Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in
Rural England 1550-1750 (Oxford Studies in Social History). Try to face the book On the Parish?: The
Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England 1550-1750 (Oxford Studies in Social History) as your good
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Devin Glass:

The book On the Parish?: The Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England 1550-1750 (Oxford Studies in
Social History) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave
the good thing like a book On the Parish?: The Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England 1550-1750
(Oxford Studies in Social History)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book On the
Parish?: The Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England 1550-1750 (Oxford Studies in Social History)
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Siobhan Wilcox:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can do
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
guardería until university need this On the Parish?: The Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England
1550-1750 (Oxford Studies in Social History) to read.

Walter Dion:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. From the book On the Parish?: The Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England 1550-



1750 (Oxford Studies in Social History) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be
doubt to change your life with this book On the Parish?: The Micro-Politics of Poor Relief in Rural England
1550-1750 (Oxford Studies in Social History). You can more appealing than now.
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