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Philip Hoffman shatters the widespread myth that traditional agricultural societies in early modern Europe
were socially and economically stagnant and ultimately dependent on wide-scale political revolution for their
growth. Through a richly detailed historical investigation of the peasant agriculture of ancien-régime France,
the author uncovers evidence that requires a new understanding of what constituted economic growth in such
societies. His arguments rest on a measurement of long-term growth that enables him to analyze the
economic, institutional, and political factors that explain its forms and rhythms. In comparing France with
England and Germany, Hoffman arrives at fresh answers to some classic questions: Did French agriculture
lag behind farming in other countries? If so, did the obstacles in French agriculture lurk within peasant
society itself, in the peasants' culture, in their communal property rights, or in the small scale of their farms?
Or did the obstacles hide elsewhere, in politics, in the tax system, or in meager opportunities for trade? The
author discovers that growth cannot be explained by culture, property rights, or farm size, and argues that the
real causes of growth derived from politics and gains from trade. By challenging other widely held beliefs,
such as the nature of the commons and the workings of the rural economy, Hoffman offers a new analysis of
peasant society and culture, one based on microeconomics and game theory and intended for a wide range of
social scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

The experience that you get from Growth in a Traditional Society could be the more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but Growth in a Traditional Society giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this Growth in a Traditional Society instantly.

Lucy Fletcher:

Typically the book Growth in a Traditional Society has a lot of information on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after perusing this book.

Gregory Kile:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Growth in a Traditional Society this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he
makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Regina Dye:

This Growth in a Traditional Society is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having little digest in reading this Growth in a Traditional Society can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition
to knowledge.
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