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Based on an actual, bloody dispute between wheat farmers and the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1880, “The
Octopus” is Frank Norris’ story of the waning days of the frontier West. Based on an actual incident, "The
Octopus" is set in the San Joaquin Valley of central California towards the end of the 19th century -- not long
before it was written. It concerns a dispute between the Pacific & Southwestern Railroad (in historical
reality, the Southern Pacific) which owns the land it runs through and the tenant wheat ranchers who farm it.
This is a turn-of-the-century epic of California wheat farmers struggling against the rapacity of the Pacific
and Southwestern Railroad, which will stop at nothing to extend its domination. The company controls the
local paper, the land, the legislature and, when the farmers organize to protect themselves, even manages to
control their representative on the state rate-fixing commission. An exemplary work of its time, “The
Octopus” uses the perpetual production of wheat as a metaphor for the continuous cycle of the good of the
earth prevailing over the evil of men, while examining the integrity and resolve of men faced with financial
ruin. An unremitting tale of greed and betrayal, it was originally intended as one-third of Norris' never-
completed "Epic of the Wheat" trilogy.
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From reader reviews:

Kara Corbett:

Here thing why this kind of The Octopus: A Story of California are different and reliable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. The Octopus: A Story of California giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Octopus: A Story of
California. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in
the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of The Octopus: A Story of California in e-book can be your alternate.

Marie Boyd:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Octopus: A Story
of California is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Carlos Callahan:

The book untitled The Octopus: A Story of California is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Octopus: A Story of California from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Jesus Brewster:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Octopus: A Story of California guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Octopus: A Story of California as
good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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