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For many Americans, the election of Barack Obama as the country's first black president signaled that we
had become a post-racial nation - some even suggested that race was no longer worth discussing. Of course,
the evidence tells a very different story. And while social scientists are fully engaged in examining the facts
of race, normative political thought has failed to grapple with race as an interesting moral case or as a focus
in the expansive theory of social justice. Political thought's under participation in the debate over the status
of blacks in American society raises serious concerns since the main academic task of political theory is to
adjudicate discrepancies between the demands of ideal justice and social realities.

Christopher J. Lebron contends that it is the duty of political thought to address the moral problems that
attend racial inequality and to make those problems salient to a democratic polity. Thus, in The Color of Our
Shame, he asks two major questions. First, given the success of the Civil Rights Act and the sharp decline in
overt racist norms, how can we explain the persistence of systemic racial inequality? Second, once we have
settled on an explanation, what might political philosophy have to offer in terms of a solution?

In order to answer these questions Lebron suggests that we reconceive of racial inequality as a condition that
marks the normative status of black citizens in the eyes of the nation. He argues that our collective response
to racial inequality ought to be shame. While we reject race as a reason for marginalizing blacks on the basis
of liberal democratic ideals, we fail to live up to those ideals - a situation that Lebron sees as a failure of
national character. Drawing on a wide array of resources including liberal theory, virtue ethics, history, and
popular culture, Lebron proposes a move toward a "perfectionist politics" that would compel a higher level
of racially relevant moral excellence from individuals and institutions and enable America to meet the
democratic ideals that it has set for itself.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

With other case, little people like to read book The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the
book The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Robert Collado:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having
chance to stand than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that
The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Desiree Herdon:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Color of Our Shame: Race and
Justice in Our Time book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Brooke Lambeth:

The experience that you get from The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time may be the more
deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our
Time giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The
Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time instantly.
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