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Whether we regard it as the collected inscriptions of an earlier oral tradition or as the divinely authored
source text of liturgical ritual, the Bible can be understood as a sacred performance text, a framework for an
instructional theater that performs the shared moral and ethical values of a community. It’s not surprising,
then, that playwrights have turned to the Bible as a source for theatrical adaptation. Biblical texts have
inspired more than 100 Broadway plays and musicals, ranging from early spectacles like Ben-Hur (1899) to
more familiar works such as Godspell and Jesus Christ Superstar. What happens when a culture’s most
sacred text enters its most commercial performance venue?

Playing God focuses on eleven financially and/or critically successful productions, as well as a few notable
Broadway flops that highlight the difficulties in adapting the Old and New Testaments for the stage. The
book is informed by both performance studies and theater history, combining analysis of play-scripts with
archival research into the actual circumstances of production and reception. Biblical plays, Henry Bial
argues, balance religious and commercial considerations through a complex blend of spectacle, authenticity,
sincerity, and irony. Though there is no magic formula for a successful adaptation, these four analytical
lenses help explain why some biblical plays thrive while others have not.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Neidig:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Playing God: The Bible on the
Broadway Stage, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Nancy Hedrick:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be study. Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage can be your answer because it can be read by
you who have those short time problems.

Veronica Mei:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
One of many books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway
Stage. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Carla Ramirez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway Stage was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Playing God: The Bible on the Broadway
Stage has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
which.
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