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No matter how mathematics achievement and persistence are measured, African Americans seem to lag
behind their peers. This state of affairs is typically explained in terms of student ability, family background,
differential treatment by teachers, and biased curricula. But what can explain disproportionately poor
performance and persistence of African-American students who clearly possess the ability to do well, who
come from varied family and socioeconomic backgrounds, who are taught by caring and concerned teachers,
and who learn mathematics in the context of a reform-oriented mathematics curriculum? And, why do some
African-American students succeed in mathematics when underachievement is the norm among their fellow
students? Danny Martin addresses these questions in Mathematics Success and Failure Among African-
American Youth, the results of a year-long ethnographic and observational study of African-American
students and their parents and teachers.

Mathematics Success and Failure Among African-American Youth goes beyond the conventional
explanations of ability, socioeconomic status, differential treatment, and biased curricula to consider the
effects of history, community, and peers--and the individual agency that allows some students to succeed
despite these influences. Martin's analysis suggests that prior studies of mathematics achievement and
persistence among African Americans have failed to link sociohistorical, community, school, and
intrapersonal forces in sufficiently meaningful ways, and that they suffer from theoretical and
methodological limitations that hinder the ability of mathematics educators to reverse the negative
achievement and persistence trends that continue to afflict African-American students.

The analyses and findings offered in Martin's book lead to exciting implications for future research and
intervention efforts concerning African-American students--and other students for whom history and context
play an important role. This book will be useful and informative to many groups: mathematics education
researchers, education researchers interested in the social context of learning and teaching, policymakers,
preservice and in-service teachers, students, parents, and community advocates. It will also be of interest to
readers concerned with multicultural education, cross-cultural studies of mathematics learning, sociology of
education, Black Studies, and issues of underrepresentation in science and mathematics.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Mathematics Success and Failure Among
African-American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical Context, Community Forces, School Influence, and
Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning Series). All type of book would you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Katrina Scofield:

The e-book with title Mathematics Success and Failure Among African-American Youth: The Roles of
Sociohistorical Context, Community Forces, School Influence, and Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking
and Learning Series) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Bertha Greene:

This Mathematics Success and Failure Among African-American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical
Context, Community Forces, School Influence, and Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning
Series) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal
with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately
using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Mathematics Success and Failure
Among African-American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical Context, Community Forces, School
Influence, and Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning Series) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Shelley Gavin:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mathematics Success and



Failure Among African-American Youth: The Roles of Sociohistorical Context, Community Forces, School
Influence, and Individual ... in Mathematical Thinking and Learning Series) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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