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The definitive biography of Henry Kissinger, based on unprecedented access to his private papers

No American statesman has been as revered or as reviled as Henry Kissinger. Once hailed as “Super
K”—the “indispensable man” whose advice has been sought by every president from Kennedy to
Obama—he has also been hounded by conspiracy theorists, scouring his every “telcon” for evidence of
Machiavellian malfeasance. Yet as Niall Ferguson shows in this magisterial two-volume biography, drawing
not only on Kissinger’s hitherto closed private papers but also on documents from more than a hundred
archives around the world, the idea of Kissinger as the ruthless arch-realist is based on a profound
misunderstanding.

The first half of Kissinger’s life is usually skimmed over as a quintessential tale of American ascent: the
Jewish refugee from Hitler’s Germany who made it to the White House. But in this first of two volumes,
Ferguson shows that what Kissinger achieved before his appointment as Richard Nixon’s national security
adviser was astonishing in its own right. Toiling as a teenager in a New York factory, he studied
indefatigably at night. He was drafted into the U.S. infantry and saw action at the Battle of the Bulge—as
well as the liberation of a concentration camp—but ended his army career interrogating Nazis. It was at
Harvard that Kissinger found his vocation. Having immersed himself in the philosophy of Kant and the
diplomacy of Metternich, he shot to celebrity by arguing for “limited nuclear war.” Nelson Rockefeller hired
him. Kennedy called him to Camelot. Yet Kissinger’s rise was anything but irresistible. Dogged by press
gaffes and disappointed by “Rocky,” Kissinger seemed stuck—until a trip to Vietnam changed everything.
 
The Idealist is the story of one of the most important strategic thinkers America has ever produced. It is also
a political Bildungsroman, explaining how “Dr. Strangelove” ended up as consigliere to a politician he had
always abhorred. Like Ferguson’s classic two-volume history of the House of Rothschild, Kissinger sheds
dazzling new light on an entire era. The essential account of an extraordinary life, it recasts the Cold War
world.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Potter:

The book with title Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist contains a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Carol Hughes:

The book Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
perusing this book.

Crystal Scott:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous
to. The Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Harrison Johnson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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