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The Damascus road encounter between Jesus and Paul is foundational to understanding the early
development of Christology, and, indeed, Christianity, since it is the first appearance of the post-ascension
Jesus contained in the earliest Christian literature. This study examines the encounter as it is described in
Paul's epistles and the book of Acts. Since Paul interprets his experience within the Jewish tradition, this
study begins with a survey of epiphany texts in the Old Testament and other ancient Jewish literature. This
reveals two new categories for appearances of God, angels, and other heavenly beings: Divine Initiative and
Divine Response. This survey also finds two distinct patterns of characterization for God and other heavenly
beings. These findings are then applied to Paul's accounts of his Damascus road encounter. Paul depicts the
encounter as a Divine Initiative epiphany. This conclusion is significant, since it argues against the current
view that the encounter was a merkabah vision. Paul's Christology in the Damascus road encounter is also
significant, since Jesus is characterized as divine. Such divine characterization is not typical for heavenly
beings in first-century CE epiphany texts. Thus, a high Pauline Christology appears to be present at a very
early point. The three accounts of the Damascus road encounter in Acts also fit the pattern of Divine
Initiative-not merkabah-and exhibit the high Christology of Paul's accounts. In fact, the three accounts in
Acts are shown to form an intentionally increasing sequence culminating in the revelation that Paul was
called to be an apostle by Jesus himself on the Damascus road.
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From reader reviews:

James Hose:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will want this Divine Initiative and the Christology of the Damascus Road Encounter:.

Corinne Parsons:

Why? Because this Divine Initiative and the Christology of the Damascus Road Encounter: is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Phyllis Wilder:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Divine Initiative
and the Christology of the Damascus Road Encounter: provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Tony Hogan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Divine Initiative and the Christology
of the Damascus Road Encounter: which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.
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