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Russia's Great Reforms of 1861 were sweeping social and legal changes that aimed to modernize the
country. In the following decades, rapid industrialization and urbanization profoundly transformed Russia's
social, economic, and cultural landscape. Barbara Alpern Engel explores the personal, cultural, and political
consequences of these dramatic changes, focusing on their impact on intimate life and expectations and the
resulting challenges to the traditional, patriarchal family order, the cornerstone of Russia's authoritarian
political and religious regime. The widely perceived "marriage crisis" had far-reaching legal, institutional,
and political ramifications. InBreaking the Ties That Bound, Engel draws on exceptionally rich archival
documentation-in particular, on petitions for marital separation and the materials generated by the ensuing
investigations-to explore changing notions of marital relations, domesticity, childrearing, and intimate life
among ordinary men and women in imperial Russia.

Engel illustrates with unparalleled vividness the human consequences of the marriage crisis. Her research
reveals in myriad ways that the new and more individualistic values of the capitalist marketplace and
commercial culture challenged traditional definitions of gender roles and encouraged the self-creation of new
social identities. Engel captures the intimate experiences of women and men of the lower and middling
classes in their own words, documenting instances not only of physical, mental, and emotional abuse but also
of resistance and independence. These changes challenged Russia's rigid political order, forcing a range of
state agents, up to and including those who spoke directly in the name of the tsar, to rethink traditional
understandings of gender norms and family law. This remarkable social history is thus also a contribution to
our understanding of the deepening political crisis of autocracy.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Breaking the Ties That Bound: The
Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Ruby Freeman:

The book untitled Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia is the
publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Breaking the Ties
That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Hattie Leclair:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late
Imperial Russia was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Daniel Bryant:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time
book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia. You can more
appealing than now.
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