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A son's personal exploration of one of the most influential--and troubled--artistic couples of the
twentieth century

Stephen Spender's life, with all its secrets, successes, and contradictions, is a vivid prism through which to
view the twentieth century. He befriended Auden and Isherwood while at Oxford, and together the three had
wildly transgressive adventures in Europe and were early vocal critics of Hitler and the rise of fascism in
their celebrated writings. Like his friends, Spender was drawn to other men, yet he eventually married
Natasha, a world-renowned concert pianist, and started a family.

In the midst of a heady world of poetry and liberal politics, gay love affairs and tense silences, Matthew
Spender grew up the child of two brilliant artists. Taught how to use adjectives by Uncle Auden and raised
among the British cultural elite, Matthew led what might have been a charmed existence were it not for the
tensions in his own household. His father, always susceptible to the allure of young men, was unable to stop
himself, or reveal his secret, for the sake of his family; and his mother's suffering led her to infatuations of
her own. A House in St John's Woods: In Search of My Parents is a son's attempt to reconstruct a portrait of
his magnetic father and unconventional family out of the ambiguous experiences of his childhood.

Drawing on unpublished letters and diaries, family keepsakes and youthful memories, Matthew Spender tells
the story of a singular family in the midst of its own cold war, as the artistic world of mid-century London
circled around them.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled A House in St
John's Wood: In Search of My Parents? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have other opinion?

James Jones:

This A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This A House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents without we know teach the one who
reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A House in St John's
Wood: In Search of My Parents can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This A House in St John's Wood: In
Search of My Parents having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Everett Barton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this A House in
St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

David Wilkens:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be A
House in St John's Wood: In Search of My Parents.
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