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In the eighteenth century, chemistry was the science of materials. Chemists treated mundane raw materials
and chemical substances as multidimensional objects of inquiry that could be investigated in both practical
and theoretical contexts--as useful commodities, perceptible objects of nature, and entities with hidden and
imperceptible features. In this history of materials, Ursula Klein and Wolfgang Lefèvre link chemical science
with chemical technology, challenging our current understandings of objects in the history of science and the
distinction between scientific and technological objects. They further show that chemists' experimental
production and understanding of materials changed over time, first in the decades around 1700 and then
around 1830, when mundane materials became clearly distinguished from true chemical substances.The
authors approach their subject by scrutinizing the modes of identification and classification used by chemists
and learned practitioners of the period. They find that chemists' classificatory practices especially were
strikingly diverse. In scientific investigations, materials were classified either according to chemical
composition or according to provenance and perceptible qualities. The authors further argue that chemists
did not live in different worlds of materials before and after the Lavoisierian chemical revolution of the late
eighteenth century. Their two main studies first explore the long tradition that informed Lavoisier's new
nomenclature and method of classifying pure chemical substances and then describe the continuing
classification of plant materials according to a pre-Lavoisierian scheme of provenance and perceptible
qualities even after the chemical revolution, until a new mode of classification was accepted in the 1830s.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Wiersma:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Materials in Eighteenth-Century Science: A
Historical Ontology (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology), you could enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Edna McArdle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Materials in Eighteenth-Century Science:
A Historical Ontology (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) reserve written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still question Materials in Eighteenth-Century Science: A Historical Ontology
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) as good book not simply by the cover
but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

William Littlejohn:

This Materials in Eighteenth-Century Science: A Historical Ontology (Transformations: Studies in the
History of Science and Technology) is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Materials in Eighteenth-Century Science: A Historical Ontology (Transformations: Studies in the History of
Science and Technology) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Christopher Evan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social



such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Materials in Eighteenth-Century Science: A Historical Ontology (Transformations: Studies in the History
of Science and Technology) when you essential it?
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