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From joyous gospel to deeply felt blues, this wonderful collection contains vintage songs sung and played
through the years by black Americans — at work, in church, and for pure entertainment. Included are
spirituals, blues, work songs, and a variety of social and dance songs.
This important volume was originally compiled in 1940 by Dr. John W. Work, the noted musicologist
affiliated with Fisk University and the celebrated Fisk Jubilee Singers. In it, he discusses the origins and
history of black American folk music, the influence of slavery and African cultures, and the lyric
significance of such much-loved songs as "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot," Steal Away to Jesus," "Lord, I Want
to Be a Christian," and "John Henry." These informative notes lead up to the heart of the book: the complete
words and music for 230 religious and secular songs, including "Study War No More," "Keep Me from
Sinking Down," "You May Bury Me in the East," "Rock of Ages," "Go Tell It on the Mountain," and many
others.
This is an indispensable treasury of music for singers, musicians and all readers seeking a comprehensive
sourcebook of black American folk music. It will be equally welcomed at parties, family get-togethers, sing-
alongs, church events, and other gatherings where people want to play and sing these classic folk songs that
are an integral part of American musical history.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Owensby:

The book American Negro Songs: 230 Folk Songs and Spirituals, Religious and Secular (Dover Books on
Music) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very
important thing like a book American Negro Songs: 230 Folk Songs and Spirituals, Religious and Secular
(Dover Books on Music)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
American Negro Songs: 230 Folk Songs and Spirituals, Religious and Secular (Dover Books on Music) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Music:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual American Negro Songs: 230 Folk Songs
and Spirituals, Religious and Secular (Dover Books on Music) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Corinna Edwards:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually American Negro Songs: 230 Folk Songs and Spirituals,
Religious and Secular (Dover Books on Music) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kelli Smith:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list will be American Negro Songs: 230 Folk Songs and Spirituals, Religious
and Secular (Dover Books on Music). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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