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Julie A. Turnock tracks the use and evolution of special effects in 1970s filmmaking, a development as
revolutionary to film as the form's transition to sound in the 1920s. Beginning with the classical studio era's
early approaches to special effects, she follows the industry's slow build toward the significant advances of
the late 1960s and early 1970s, which set the stage for the groundbreaking achievements of 1977.

Turnock analyzes the far-reaching impact of the convincing, absorbing, and seemingly unlimited fantasy
environments of that year's iconic films, dedicating a major section of her book to the unparalleled
innovations of Star Wars and Close Encounters of the Third Kind. She then traces these films' technological,
cultural, and aesthetic influence into the 1980s in the deployment of optical special effects as well as the
"not-too-realistic" and hyper-realistic techniques of traditional stop motion and Showscan. She concludes
with a critique of special effects practices in the 2000s and their implications for the future of filmmaking
and the production and experience of other visual media.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

The book Plastic Reality: Special Effects, Technology, and the Emergence of 1970s Blockbuster Aesthetics
(Film and Culture Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Plastic Reality: Special Effects,
Technology, and the Emergence of 1970s Blockbuster Aesthetics (Film and Culture Series) for being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Plastic
Reality: Special Effects, Technology, and the Emergence of 1970s Blockbuster Aesthetics (Film and Culture
Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

William Holt:

The book Plastic Reality: Special Effects, Technology, and the Emergence of 1970s Blockbuster Aesthetics
(Film and Culture Series) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Henry Woods:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is Plastic Reality: Special Effects, Technology, and the Emergence of 1970s
Blockbuster Aesthetics (Film and Culture Series) this publication consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Dennis Gaines:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Plastic Reality: Special Effects, Technology,
and the Emergence of 1970s Blockbuster Aesthetics (Film and Culture Series) can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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