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The starting point for this book is a particular answer to a question that grips many of us: what kind of thing
are we? The particular answer is that we are animals (of a certain sort)--a view nowadays called "animalism."
This answer will appear obvious to many but on the whole philosophers have rejected it. Paul F. Snowdon
proposes, contrary to that attitude, that there are strong reasons to believe animalism and that when properly
analysed the objections against it that philosophers have given are not convincing. One way to put the idea is
that we should not think of ourselves as things that need psychological states or capacities to exist, any more
that other animals do. The initial chapters analyse the content and general philosophical implications of
animalism--including the so-called problem of personal identity, and that of the unity of consciousness--and
they provide a framework which categorises the standard philosophical objections. Snowdon then argues that
animalism is consistent with a perfectly plausible account of the central notion of a "person," and he
criticises the accounts offered by John Locke and by David Wiggins of that notion. In the two next chapters
Snowdon argues that there are very strong reasons to think animalism is true, and proposes some central
claims about animal which are relevant to the argument. In the rest of the book the task is to formulate and to
persuade the reader of the lack of cogency of the standard philosophical objections, including the conviction
that it is possible for the animal that I would be if animalism were true to continue in existence after I have
ceased to exist, and the argument that it is possible for us to remain in existence even when the animal has
ceased to exist. In considering these types of objections the views of various philosophers, including Nagel,
Shoemaker, Johnston, Wilkes, and Olson, are also explored. Snowdon concludes that animalism represents a
highly commonsensical and defensible way of thinking about ourselves, and that its rejection by
philosophers rests on the tendency when doing philosophy to mistake fantasy for reality.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Persons, Animals, Ourselves book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Persons, Animals,
Ourselves content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Persons, Animals,
Ourselves is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Joel Faulkner:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Persons, Animals, Ourselves can be
the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Bessie Barrett:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list will be Persons, Animals, Ourselves. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Jesus Moreno:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Persons, Animals, Ourselves when you required it?
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