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A centerpiece of the New History of the American West, this book embodies the theme that, as succeeding
groups have occupied the American West and shaped the land, they have done so without regard for present
inhabitants. Like the cowboy herding the dogies, they have cared little about the cost their activities imposed
on others; what has mattered is the immediate benefit they have derived from their transformation of the
land.

Drawing on a recent flowering of scholarship on the western environment, western gender relations, minority
history, and urban and labor history, as well as on more traditional western sources, It’s Your Misfortune and
None of My Own is about the creation of the region rather than the vanishing of the frontier.

Richard White tells how the various parts of the West—its distinct environments, its metropolitan areas and
vast hinterlands, the various ethnic and racial groups and classes—are held together by a series of historical
relationships that are developed over time. Widespread aridity and a common geographical location between
the Missouri River and the Pacific Ocean would have provided but weak regional ties if other stronger
relationships had not been created.

A common dependence on the deferral government and common roots in a largely extractive and service-
based economy were formative influences on western states and territories. A dual labor system based on
race and the existence of minority groups with distinctive legal status have helped further define the region.
Patterns of political participation and political organization have proved enduring. Together, these
relationships among people, and between people and place, have made the West a historical creation and a
distinctive region.

From Europeans contact and subsequent Anglo-American conquest, through the civil-rights movement, the
energy crisis, and the current reconstructing of the national and world economies, the West has remained a
distinctive section in a much larger nation. In the American imagination the West still embodies possibilities
inherent in the vastness and beauty of the place itself. But, Richard White explains, the possibilities many
imagined for themselves have yielded to the possibilities seized by others. Many who thought themselves
cowboys have in the end turned out to be dogies.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Parker:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
"It's Your Misfortune and None of My Own": A New History of the American West? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Megan Lapointe:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this "It's Your Misfortune and
None of My Own": A New History of the American West book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Teresa Graham:

This book untitled "It's Your Misfortune and None of My Own": A New History of the American West to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Henry Slaughter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this "It's Your
Misfortune and None of My Own": A New History of the American West.
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