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In The Native Ground, Kathleen DuVal argues that it was Indians rather than European would-be colonizers
who were more often able to determine the form and content of the relations between the two groups. Along
the banks of the Arkansas and Mississippi rivers, far from Paris, Madrid, and London, European colonialism
met neither accommodation nor resistance but incorporation. Rather than being colonized, Indians drew
European empires into local patterns of land and resource allocation, sustenance, goods exchange, gender
relations, diplomacy, and warfare. Placing Indians at the center of the story, DuVal shows both their
diversity and our contemporary tendency to exaggerate the influence of Europeans in places far from their
centers of power. Europeans were often more dependent on Indians than Indians were on them.

Now the states of Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Colorado, this native ground was originally populated
by indigenous peoples, became part of the French and Spanish empires, and in 1803 was bought by the
United States in the Louisiana Purchase. Drawing on archaeology and oral history, as well as documents in
English, French, and Spanish, DuVal chronicles the successive migrations of Indians and Europeans to the
area from precolonial times through the 1820s. These myriad native groups—Mississippians, Quapaws,
Osages, Chickasaws, Caddos, and Cherokees—and the waves of Europeans all competed with one another
for control of the region.

Only in the nineteenth century did outsiders initiate a future in which one people would claim exclusive
ownership of the mid-continent. After the War of 1812, these settlers came in numbers large enough to
overwhelm the region's inhabitants and reject the early patterns of cross-cultural interdependence. As citizens
of the United States, they persuaded the federal government to muster its resources on behalf of their dreams
of landholding and citizenship.

With keen insight and broad vision, Kathleen DuVal retells the story of Indian and European contact in a
more complex and, ultimately, more satisfactory way.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Gomes:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Native Ground: Indians and Colonists in the Heart of the Continent (Early American Studies), you are able to
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Calvin Lee:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Native Ground: Indians and Colonists in the Heart of
the Continent (Early American Studies) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Native Ground: Indians and Colonists in the Heart of the Continent (Early American Studies) has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading which.

Angela Strange:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Native Ground: Indians and Colonists in the Heart of the Continent (Early
American Studies). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Maria McGhee:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Native Ground: Indians and Colonists in the
Heart of the Continent (Early American Studies) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the publication The Native Ground:
Indians and Colonists in the Heart of the Continent (Early American Studies) can to be your friend when



you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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