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This a complete translation of Rainer Maria Rilke's "The Book of Hours" that restores to the English-
speaking reader a critical work in the development of a significant figure in 20th-century German poetry.
Conveying an almost mystical conception of the relationship between God, the human being and nature,
"The Book of Hours" ("Das Stundenbuch", first published in 1905) is a series of intimate prayers written as
if by a Russian monk turned painter - writings that bring to bear the profound influence of Rilke's journeys to
Russia and Italy at the turn of the century. A tripartite work comprised of "The Book of the Monkish Life",
"The Book of Pilgrimage", and "The Book of Poverty and Death", the book is published here in a bilingual
format, with the original German and the English translation on facing pages. Annemarie S. Kidder's
translation imitates Rilke's uncomplicated and melodic flow, his rhythm and, where possible, his rhyme,
while remaining true to content. Each line closely reflects the thought of the original as it strives to preserve
Rilke's simplicity of style, economy of words, and candour in addressing God. Kidder's introduction and
commentary offer historical and interpretive background information, largely from Rilke's own diaries and
correspondence, chronicling the influence of various geographical settings on the writing of "The Book of
Hours" and illustrating his own spiritual quest. Also included are translated excerpts from an earlier
manuscript of "The Book of Hours", along with prose inserts that interpret the reading of the poetry.
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From reader reviews:

James Davis:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Book of Hours: Prayers to a Lowly God (European Poetry Classics).

Michael Johnson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called The Book of Hours: Prayers to a
Lowly God (European Poetry Classics)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Etsuko Siler:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Book of Hours: Prayers to a Lowly God (European
Poetry Classics) had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Book of Hours: Prayers to a Lowly God
(European Poetry Classics) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship with all the book The Book of Hours: Prayers to a Lowly God (European Poetry Classics).
You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Joseph Whitely:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Book of Hours:
Prayers to a Lowly God (European Poetry Classics) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Book of Hours: Prayers to a Lowly God (European
Poetry Classics)is the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.
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