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Death, taxes, and red tape. The inevitable trio no one can escape. That wry sense of reality colors Herbert
Kaufman's classic study of red tape, the bureaucratic phenomenon that all of us have encountered in some
form?from the confounding tax form filled out annually to the maddeningly time-consuming wait at the
driver's license bureau.

The complaints about red tape, Kaufman concedes, are legion. It's messy, it takes too long, it lacks local
knowledge, it is out of date, it makes insane demands, it increases costs, it slows progress. It is, in short, a
burden and many times there is no measurable positive outcome.

Kaufman takes us on an unblinking tour of the dismal landscape of red tape. But he also shows us another
side of red tape, one we often forget. Red tape is how government protects us from tainted food, shoddy
products, and unfair labor practices. It guarantees a social safety net for the elderly, the disabled, children,
veterans, and victims of natural disasters. One person's red tape is another person's protection.

This reissue is a Brookings Classic, a series of republished books for readers to revisit or discover, notable
works by the Brookings Institution Press.
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From reader reviews:

Cathy Thomas:

This book untitled Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings Classic) to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Michael Anderson:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and
Abuses (A Brookings Classic) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Audrey Mack:

Beside this Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings Classic) in your phone, it might give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings Classic) because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book and read it from today!

Jonathan Hickman:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Red Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings Classic) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Red
Tape: Its Origins, Uses, and Abuses (A Brookings Classic). You can more appealing than now.
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