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Scholars have widely acknowledged the persistent ambivalence with which the Japanese religious traditions
treat women. Much existing scholarship depicts Japan’s religious traditions as mere means of oppression.
But this view raises a question: How have ambivalent and even misogynistic religious discourses on gender
still come to inspire devotion and emulation among women?

In Women in Japanese Religions, Barbara R. Ambros examines the roles that women have played in the
religions of Japan. An important corrective to more common male-centered narratives of Japanese religious
history, this text presents a synthetic long view of Japanese religions from a distinct angle that has typically
been discounted in standard survey accounts of Japanese religions.

Drawing on a diverse collection of writings by and about women, Ambros argues that ambivalent religious
discourses in Japan have not simply subordinated women but also given them religious resources to pursue
their own interests and agendas. Comprising nine chapters organized chronologically, the book begins with
the archeological evidence of fertility cults and the early shamanic ruler Himiko in prehistoric Japan and
ends with an examination of the influence of feminism and demographic changes on religious practices
during the “lost decades” of the post-1990 era. By viewing Japanese religious history through the eyes of
women, Women in Japanese Religions presents a new narrative that offers strikingly different vistas of
Japan’s pluralistic traditions than the received accounts that foreground male religious figures and male-
dominated institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Wiggins:

This book untitled Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Robert Arnett:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Belinda Fergerson:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Women in Japanese Religions (Women in
Religions) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Nancy Chinn:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) can give
you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions).
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