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Through lively, engaging narrative, Understories demonstrates how volatile politics of race, class, and nation
animate the notoriously violent struggles over forests in the southwestern United States. Rather than
reproduce traditional understandings of nature and environment, Jake Kosek shifts the focus toward material
and symbolic “natures,” seemingly unchangeable essences central to formations of race, class, and nation
that are being remade not just through conflicts over resources but also through everyday practices by
Chicano activists, white environmentalists, and state officials as well as nuclear scientists, heroin addicts,
and health workers. Drawing on two years of ethnographic fieldwork and extensive archival research, he
shows how these contentious natures are integral both to environmental politics and the formation of
racialized citizens, politicized landscapes, and modern regimes of rule.

Kosek traces the histories of forest extraction and labor exploitation in northern New Mexico, where Hispano
residents have forged passionate attachments to place. He describes how their sentiments of dispossession
emerged through land tenure systems and federal management programs that remade forest landscapes as
exclusionary sites of national and racial purity. Fusing fine-grained ethnography with insights gleaned from
cultural studies and science studies, Kosek shows how the nationally beloved Smokey the Bear became a
symbol of white racist colonialism for many Hispanos in the region, while Los Alamos National Laboratory,
at once revered and reviled, remade regional ecologies and economies. Understories offers an innovative
vision of environmental politics, one that challenges scholars as well as activists to radically rework their
understandings of relations between nature, justice, and identity.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Hernandez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Understories:
The Political Life of Forests in Northern New Mexico (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

John Jonas:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important normally. The book Understories: The Political Life of Forests in Northern New Mexico (a
John Hope Franklin Center Book) had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Understories: The Political Life of
Forests in Northern New Mexico (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Understories: The Political Life of Forests
in Northern New Mexico (a John Hope Franklin Center Book). You never truly feel lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Mary Kasten:

This book untitled Understories: The Political Life of Forests in Northern New Mexico (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this guide from your list.

Donald Freeman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Understories: The Political Life of Forests in Northern New
Mexico (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this
one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Understories: The Political Life of Forests in Northern New Mexico (a John Hope Franklin Center
Book).
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