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Political scientist Michael Haas brings together essays by six distinguished authors with different ideas about
how Singapore might become a full-fledged democracy and has stumbled over the years, exaggerating
threats to the government. Book presents a comprehensive history of Singapore, emphasizing why Singapore
is an economic success, but leaders took wrong turns that led away from democracy while rationalizating
authoritarian rule by claiming that a small city-state was too vulnerable to leave key decisions to chance. An
early chapter presents the case for Singapore—wherein the country has been an economic success. Later
chapters analyze the following aspects of the political and social life of Singapore to explain how and why
the leaders, especially Lee Kuan Yew, abandoned the original goal of a democratic government: • Political
history – from colonial times to the present, highlighting elections • Political economy – the imperatives of a
city-state account for the successful economic policies • The press – change from a call for press freedom as
a colony to press censorship as an independent state • The judiciary – the abolition of juries and other ways
to prevent judicial independence • Foreign policy – vulnerable as a small state, Singapore usually relies on
the United States as a protector In addition, the final chapter describes Singapore’s mass society (the
deliberately constructed gap between the people and the government) and assesses prospects for the future.
Heavily footnoted, with a section of References and an Index. xiii + 252 pages. The book presents several
unique observations: • Data indisputably support Singapore as an economic success but only for foreign
corporations. • Singapore began as a welfare state in the early years of independence, entitlements were later
cut, but now are being gradually reintroduced. • Lee Kuan Yew holds the record for the amount of awards
collected from successful libel lawsuits. • During the 1990s, the government stressed “Asian Values” during
conflicts with the United States, but now has dropped the idea. • Prime Minister’s Goh Chok Tong’s desire
for a “kindler, gentler” country ended when the son of Lee Kuan Yew was installed as his successor in 2004.
• Singapore’s per capita income is higher than its former colonial power, Britain. • Singapore Muslims must
take military training but cannot be used in battle with the closest states. • Trial by jury was abolished in
Singapore in 1969. Judges are way of government leaders. • The Singapore press is less free than the press in
China. • Department heads and judges are paid more than anywhere else in the world. • Singapore scores 90
out of 100 on the Human Development Index, measuring quality of life. • Torture is routinely used to
provoke confessions, even when those charged may be innocent. • American policy toward international
terrorism has become Singaporeanized. • Sijori is the growth triangle involving adjacent parts of Indonesia
and Malaysia with Singapore. • The Singapore government has created a mass society on the Soviet model. •
Due to careful planning, there are few traffic jams in highly urbanized Singapore. • Singapore has one of the
largest percentages of foreign workers in the world, annoying residents. • Most Singapore’s foreign
investment abroad goes to their own firms, especially in China. • Many Singaporeans would prefer to leave
the country, and many do. • Singapore’s economic policy is a function of being a trade entrepôt, not elitist
decision making. • Most contributors have been maligned by the Singapore government, but only one was
tortured. Table of Contents Preface 1 Introduction (Michael Haas) 2 Political History (Michael Haas) 3 The
Case for Singapore (Clark D. Neher) 4 Political Economy (Christopher Lingle & Kurt Wickman) 5 The Press
(Derek Davies) 6 The Judiciary (Francis T. Seow) 7 Foreign Policy (Richard A. Deck) 8 Mass Society
(Michael Haas) References Index
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

This The Singapore Puzzle tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this The Singapore Puzzle can be among the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Singapore Puzzle giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Reginald Hunter:

The reason? Because this The Singapore Puzzle is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Thomas Kelly:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. The Singapore Puzzle can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who
have those short extra time problems.

Concepcion Bass:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Singapore Puzzle we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Singapore Puzzle.
You can more desirable than now.
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