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This volume provides a detailed study of the astonishing reinvention of the Empire of Japan during the 19th
century as it emerged from 200 years of self-imposed isolation to become a military superpower. As late as
the 1850s the country remained technologically and militarily stagnant, but within just 40 years - in what
must rank as the most rapid and comprehensive cultural transformation in world history - it had managed not
only to absorb and successfully imitate several hundred years of Western technological progress, but had
become one of the late Victorian world's top ten military powers. During the same timeframe it also
embraced the concept of colonialism, and with its invasion of China in 1894 and virtual occupation of Korea
soon after took its first fateful steps along a road that would lead, with horrible inevitability, to head-on
collision with the Allies in World War Two.

The evolution of its army, arms, uniforms and tactics during the 19th century are all covered, from samurai
armor to Western uniforms, and from Katana to Krupps. Korea, by contrast, participated only reluctantly in
military modernization, and adopted a limited program of reform only under foreign pressure - especially
Japanese, but also American, Russian and Chinese - in the closing decades of the century. Such reforms as
the country attempted nevertheless proved too little and too late, and were insufficient to prevent Korea
becoming first a puppet state and then a colony of its maritime neighbor. The final part of the book
comprises a detailed index for the five volumes of the series published thus far.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua West:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book JAPAN AND KOREA (Armies of the
Nineteenth Century: Asia). All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Sally Rose:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love JAPAN AND KOREA
(Armies of the Nineteenth Century: Asia), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Todd Robinson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is JAPAN AND KOREA (Armies of the Nineteenth Century: Asia) this book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable
all of you.

Jean Gonzales:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this JAPAN AND KOREA
(Armies of the Nineteenth Century: Asia).
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