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Thomas Hankins and Robert Silverman investigate an array of instruments from the seventeenth through the
nineteenth century that seem at first to be marginal to science--magnetic clocks that were said to operate by
the movements of sunflower seeds, magic lanterns, ocular harpsichords (machines that played different
colored lights in harmonious mixtures), Aeolian harps (aform of wind chime), and other instruments of
"natural magic" designed to produce wondrous effects. By looking at these and the first recording
instruments, the stereoscope, and speaking machines, the authors show that "scientific instruments” first
made their appearance as devices used to evoke wonder in the beholder, asin works of magic and the theater.
The authors also demonstrate that these instruments, even though they were often "tricks," were seen by their
inventors as more than trickery. In the view of Athanasius Kircher, for instance, the sunflower clock was not
merely ahoax, but an effort to demonstrate, however fraudulently, histruly held belief that the ability of a
flower to follow the sun was due to the same cosmic magnetic influence as that which moved the planets and
caused the rotation of the earth. The marvels revealed in thiswork raise and answer questions about the
connections between natural science and natural magic, the meaning of demonstration, the role of language
and the sensesin science, and the connections among art, music, literature, and natural science.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Benson:

This Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton
Legacy Library) can be on thelist of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Thomas M elendez:

This book untitled Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) to be one of several booksin
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Joseph Cash:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy
Library) it israther good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can
mOore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Kathleen Y oung:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Instruments and the Imagination (Princeton Legacy Library) can make you sense



more interested to read.
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