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Love of home life, the intimate moments a family peacefully enjoyed in seclusion, had long been considered
a hallmark of English character even before the Victorian era. But the Victorians attached unprecedented
importance to domesticity, romanticizing the family in every medium from novels to government reports, to
the point where actual families felt anxious and the public developed a fierce appetite for scandal. Here
Karen Chase and Michael Levenson explore how intimacy became a spectacle and how this paradox
energized Victorian culture between 1835 and 1865. They tell a story of a society continually perfecting the
forms of private pleasure and yet forever finding its secrets exposed to view. The friction between the two
conditions sparks insightful discussions of authority and sentiment, empire and middle-class politics.

The book recovers neglected episodes of this mid-century drama: the adultery trial of Caroline Norton and
the Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne; the Bedchamber Crisis of the young Queen Victoria; the Bloomer craze
of the 1850s; and Robert Kerr's influential treatise, celebrating the ideal of the English Gentleman's House.
The literary representation of household life--in Dickens, Tennyson, Ellis, and Oliphant, among others--is
placed in relation to such public spectacles as the Deceased Wife's Sister Bill of 1848, the controversy over
divorce in the years 1854-1857, and the triumphant return of Florence Nightingale from the Crimea. These
colorful incidents create a telling new portrait of Victorian family life, one that demands a fundamental
rethinking of the relation between public and private spheres.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Bodine:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Spectacle of
Intimacy suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled The
Spectacle of Intimacyis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world with this book.

Teresa Hennessey:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Spectacle of Intimacy is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Juana Houck:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Spectacle of Intimacy
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Chad Davis:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Spectacle of Intimacy or perhaps others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to include
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Spectacle of
Intimacy to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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