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In this groundbreaking book, Dennis R. MacDonald offers an entirely new view of the New Testament
gospel of Mark. The author of the earliest gospel was not writing history, nor was he merely recording
tradition, MacDonald argues. Close reading and careful analysis show that Mark borrowed extensively from
the Odyssey and the Iliad and that he wanted his readers to recognise the Homeric antecedents in Mark's
story of Jesus. Mark was composing a prose anti-epic, MacDonald says, presenting Jesus as a suffering hero
modeled after but far superior to traditional Greek heroes. Much like Odysseus, Mark's Jesus sails the seas
with uncomprehending companions, encounters preternatural opponents, and suffers many things before
confronting rivals who have made his house a den of thieves. In his death and burial, Jesus emulates Hector,
although unlike Hector Jesus leaves his tomb empty. Mark's minor characters, too, recall Homeric
predecessors: Bartimaeus emulates Tiresias; Joseph of Arimathea, Priam; and the women at the tomb, Helen,
Hecuba, and Andromache. And, entire episodes in Mark mirror Homeric episodes, including stilling the sea,
walking on water, feeding the multitudes, the Triumphal Entry, and Gethsemane. The book concludes with a
discussion of the profound significance of this new reading of Mark for understanding the gospels and early
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Crawford:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Homeric Epics and
the Gospel of Mark. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Kermit Diaz:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark had been making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages
for you. The guide The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Homeric Epics and the Gospel
of Mark. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Lillie Granado:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Homeric Epics and the Gospel
of Mark which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Timothy Kahle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Homeric
Epics and the Gospel of Mark.
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