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Performance art in the West has developed in part as a response to the commercialization of the art object.
But what are the roots of performance art in Eastern Europe and Russia, where there was no real art market
to speak of? While Western performance artists of the late 20th century aimed to create works that could not
be bought or sold, performances in the communist bloc in the absence of an art market, more often took the
form of social critique. Instead of creations that questioned what the art object is, their work often related to
local issues within the context of late- or post-socialism. By placing these performances both within a local
and international context, this book pinpoints the nuances between performance art East and West.

Post-Socialist performance art in Russia, Poland, and Latvia is examined for the first time as agent and
chronicle of the transition from Soviet states to free-market democracies. Drawing upon previously
unpublished sources and exclusive interviews with the artists themselves, Amy Bryzgel explores the
spontaneous theater of the period from Oleg Kulik's Russian Dog performances to Miervaldis Polis's The
Bronze Man and Vladislav Mayhshev's Monroe. Bryzgel demonstrates that performativity in Eastern Europe
went beyond the modernist critique to express ideas outside the official discourse, shocking and empowering
the citizenry in the truest avant-garde tradition. Performing the East open the way to an urgent reassessment
of the history, function, and influence of performance art.
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From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Performing the East: Performance Art in Russia,
Latvia and Poland Since 1980 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Randy Anderson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Performing the East: Performance Art in Russia, Latvia
and Poland Since 1980 was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Performing the East: Performance Art in Russia,
Latvia and Poland Since 1980 is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
the book Performing the East: Performance Art in Russia, Latvia and Poland Since 1980. You never feel lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Arturo McDaniel:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. Performing the East: Performance Art in Russia, Latvia and Poland Since
1980 can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Teresa Sullivan:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Performing the East: Performance Art in Russia,
Latvia and Poland Since 1980 was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Performing the East: Performance Art in Russia, Latvia and Poland Since 1980 has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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