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"God Bless America" is a song most Americans know well. It is taught in American schools and regularly
performed at sporting events. After the attacks on September 11th, it was sung on the steps of the Capitol, at
spontaneous memorial sites, and during the seventh inning stretch at baseball games, becoming even more
deeply embedded in America's collective consciousness.

In God Bless America, Sheryl Kaskowitz tells the fascinating story behind America's other national anthem.
It begins with the song's composition by Irving Berlin in 1918 and first performance by Kate Smith in 1938,
revealing an early struggle for control between composer and performer as well as the hidden economics
behind the song's royalties. Kaskowitz shows how the early popularity of "God Bless America" reflected the
anxiety of the pre-war period and sparked a surprising anti-Semitic and xenophobic backlash. She follows
the song's rightward ideological trajectory from early associations with religious and ethnic tolerance to
increasing uses as an anthem for the Christian Right, and considers the song's popularity directly after the
September 11th attacks. The book concludes with a portrait of the song's post-9/11 function within
professional baseball, illuminating the power of the song - and of communal singing itself - as a vehicle for
both commemoration and coercion. A companion website offers streaming audio of recordings referenced in
the book, links to videos of relevant performances, appendices of information, and an opportunity for readers
to participate in the author's survey.

Based on extensive archival research and fieldwork, God Bless America sheds new light on cultural tensions
within the U.S., past and present, and offers a historical chronicle that is full of surprises and that will both
edify and delight readers from all walks of life.
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From reader reviews:

Trey Olivas:

The ability that you get from God Bless America: The Surprising History of an Iconic Song is a more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but God Bless America: The Surprising History of an Iconic Song
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of God Bless
America: The Surprising History of an Iconic Song instantly.

Gregory Morrow:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read
this God Bless America: The Surprising History of an Iconic Song, you are able to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Paul Quintana:

Exactly why? Because this God Bless America: The Surprising History of an Iconic Song is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

Ann Amos:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book God Bless America: The Surprising History of an Iconic Song. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It
is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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