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'My main goal in life is to build a good library of Black history-knowledge is a form of Black power and this
is my part in it', stated Charles L. Blockson, curator of these extensive holdings in African-Americana.
Temple University's Blockson Collection is comprised of materials that date from 1581 to the present. It is
among the largest collection of items relating to the African Diaspora experience and this is the first catalog
by an African-American bibliophile to be published by a major university. The massive volume records
approximately 11,000 entries and includes more than a dozen photographs. Determined to prove that people
of African descent had heroes and a great historical past, Blockson began his lifelong passion for collecting
while researching the underground railroad throughout the United States and Canada. Over forty-five years,
he has acquired a variety of historical artifacts printed books, pamphlets, addresses and speeches, art
catalogs, newspapers, periodicals, manuscripts, broadsides, handbills, lithographs, tape recordings, stamps,
coins, maps, oil paintings, and sculpture that all relate to African, African-American, and Caribbean life and
history. In his Preface to this volume, Blockson comments, 'It has long been my conviction that no race of
people should be deprived of the knowledge of itself and that libraries are the soul of a nation'. Scholars from
all over the world, indeed, anyone who is interested in the rich cultural heritage of African-Americans, will
welcome this long-awaited and much-needed resource. Charles L. Blockson, Curator of the Blockson Afro-
American Collection at Temple University, is the author of several books, including "The Underground
Railroad: First Person Narratives". Dorothy Porter Wesley is Librarian Emeritus of the Moorland-Spingarn
Research Center at Howard University.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Doll:

The book Catalogue of the Charles L. Blockson Afro-American Collection, a Unit of the Temple University
Library can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a good thing like a book Catalogue of the Charles L. Blockson Afro-American
Collection, a Unit of the Temple University Library? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Catalogue of the Charles L. Blockson Afro-American Collection, a Unit of the Temple
University Library has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ben Hernandez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Catalogue of the
Charles L. Blockson Afro-American Collection, a Unit of the Temple University Library.

Matthew Thompson:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Catalogue of the Charles L.
Blockson Afro-American Collection, a Unit of the Temple University Library is simple to bring you can read
it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Karen Johnson:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Catalogue of the Charles L.
Blockson Afro-American Collection, a Unit of the Temple University Library can be the solution, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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