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The Political Brain is a groundbreaking investigation into the role of emotion in determining the political life
of the nation. For two decades Drew Westen, professor of psychology and psychiatry at Emory University,
has explored a theory of the mind that differs substantially from the more "dispassionate" notions held by
most cognitive psychologists, political scientists, and economists—and Democratic campaign strategists. The
idea of the mind as a cool calculator that makes decisions by weighing the evidence bears no relation to how
the brain actually works. When political candidates assume voters dispassionately make decisions based on
"the issues," they lose. That's why only one Democrat has been re-elected to the presidency since Franklin
Roosevelt—and only one Republican has failed in that quest.

In politics, when reason and emotion collide, emotion invariably wins. Elections are decided in the
marketplace of emotions, a marketplace filled with values, images, analogies, moral sentiments, and moving
oratory, in which logic plays only a supporting role. Westen shows, through a whistle-stop journey through
the evolution of the passionate brain and a bravura tour through fifty years of American presidential and
national elections, why campaigns succeed and fail. The evidence is overwhelming that three things
determine how people vote, in this order: their feelings toward the parties and their principles, their feelings
toward the candidates, and, if they haven't decided by then, their feelings toward the candidates' policy
positions.

Westen turns conventional political analyses on their head, suggesting that the question for Democratic
politics isn't so much about moving to the right or the left but about moving the electorate.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Worm:

Precisely why? Because this The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ana May:

This The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation is great reserve for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation in your hand like having
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within
ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Norma Brier:

You can obtain this The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Anne Simons:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the
Fate of the Nation was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The
Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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