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In the battles over religion and politics in America, both liberals and conservatives often appeal to history.
Liberals claim that the Founders separated church and state. But for much of American history, David Sehat
writes, Protestant Christianity was intimately intertwined with the state. Yet the past was not the Christian
utopia that conservatives imagine either. Instead, a Protestant moral establishment prevailed, using
government power to punish free thinkers and religious dissidents.

In The Myth of American Religious Freedom, Sehat provides an eye-opening history of religion in public
life, overturning our most cherished myths. Originally, the First Amendment applied only to the federal
government, which had limited authority. The Protestant moral establishment ruled on the state level. Using
moral laws to uphold religious power, religious partisans enforced a moral and religious orthodoxy against
Catholics, Jews, Mormons, agnostics, and others. Not until 1940 did the U.S. Supreme Court extend the First
Amendment to the states. As the Supreme Court began to dismantle the connections between religion and
government, Sehat argues, religious conservatives mobilized to maintain their power and began the culture
wars of the last fifty years. To trace the rise and fall of this Protestant establishment, Sehat focuses on a
series of dissenters--abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton, socialist Eugene
V. Debs, and many others.

Shattering myths held by both the left and right, David Sehat forces us to rethink some of our most deeply
held beliefs. By showing the bad history used on both sides, he denies partisans a safe refuge with the
Founders.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Britton:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Myth of American Religious Freedom your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get previous to. The The Myth of American Religious Freedom giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Robert Kuehner:

The Myth of American Religious Freedom can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Myth of American
Religious Freedom but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Lawrence Sawyer:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is The Myth of American Religious Freedom this book consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Meghan Drucker:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the The Myth of American Religious Freedom when you essential it?
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