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In 1914, a brilliant young political journalist published a book arguing that the United States had entered a
period of “drift”—a lack of control over rapidly changing forces in society. He highlighted the tensions
between expansion and consolidation, traditionalism and progressivism, and emotion and rationality. He
wrote to convince readers that they could balance these tensions: they could be organized, efficient, and
functional without sacrificing impulse, choice, or liberty. Mastery over drift is attainable, Walter Lippmann
argued, through diligent attention to facts and making active choices. Democracy, Lippman wrote, is “a use
of freedom, an embrace of opportunity.”
            Lippman’s Drift and Mastery became one of the most important and influential documents of the
Progressive Movement. It remains a valuable text for understanding the political thought of early twentieth-
century America and a lucid exploration of timeless themes in American government and politics.
Distinguished historian Walter Leuchtenberg’s 1986 introduction and notes are retained in this edition.
            Ganesh Sitaraman, who has provided a foreword for this centennial edition, suggests that Lippmann’s
classic still has much to say to twenty-first-century progressives. The underlying solutions for our time, he
believes, are similar to those of Lippman’s era. Sitaraman contends that American society can regain mastery
over drift by reforming finance and reducing inequality, by rethinking the relationship between corporations
and workers, and by embracing changes in social life.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer involving Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest content conveys thinking
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the
Current Unrest is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Armando McFarland:

The publication untitled Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to
you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the
Current Unrest from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Helen Jackson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest.

Greg Butler:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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