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American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960
This authoritative collection of introductory and specialized readings explores the rich and innovative history
of this period in American cinema. Spanning an essential range of subjects from the early 1900s Nickelodeon
to the decline of the studio system in the 1960s, it combines a broad historical context with careful readings
of individual films.

Charts the rise of film in early twentieth-century America from its origins to 1960, exploring mainstream●

trends and developments, along with topics often relegated to the margins of standard film histories
Covers diverse issues ranging from silent film and its iconic figures such as Charlie Chaplin, to the coming●

of sound and the rise of film genres, studio moguls, and, later, the Production Code and Cold War Blacklist
Designed with both students and scholars in mind: each section opens with an historical overview and●

includes chapters that provide close, careful readings of individual films clustered around specific topics
Accessibly structured by historical period, offering valuable cultural, social, and political contexts●

Contains careful, close analysis of key filmmakers and films from the era including D.W. Griffith, Charles●

Chaplin, Buster Keaton, Erich von Stroheim, Cecil B. DeMille, Don Juan, The Jazz Singer, I Am a Fugitive
from a Chain Gang, Scarface, Red Dust, Glorifying the American Girl, Meet Me in St. Louis, Citizen Kane,
Bambi, Frank Capra’s Why We Fight series, The Strange Love of Martha Ivers, Rebel Without a Cause,
Force of Evil, and selected American avant-garde and underground films, among many others.
Additional online resources such as sample syllabi, which include suggested readings and filmographies for●

both general specialized courses, will be available online.
May be used alongside American Film History: Selected Readings, 1960 to the Present, to provide an●

authoritative study of American cinema through the new millennium
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From reader reviews:

Donald White:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Buddy Stewart:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of the books in the top collection in your reading list will be American Film History: Selected Readings,
Origins to 1960. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Everett Barton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra American Film History:
Selected Readings, Origins to 1960.

James Rohrbach:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
American Film History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 when you necessary it?
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