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Their very names--Gettysburg, Waterloo, Stalingrad--evoke images of great triumph and equally great
suffering, moments when history seemed to hang in the balance. Considered in relation to each other, such
battles--and others of less immediate renown--offer insight into the changing nature of armed combat,
advances in technology, shifts in strategy and thought, as well as altered geopolitical landscapes. The most
significant military engagements in history define the very nature of war.

In his newest book, Richard Overy plumbs over 3,000 years of history, from the Fall of Troy in 1200 BC to
the Fall of Baghdad in 2003, to locate the 100 battles that he believes the most momentous. Arranged by
themes such as leadership, innovation, deception, and courage under fire, Overy presents engaging essays on
each battle that together provide a rich picture of how combat has changed through the ages, as well as
highlighting what has remained consistent despite advances in technology.

The battles covered here offer a wide geographic sweep, from ancient Greece to China, Constantinople to
Moscow, North to South America, providing a picture of the dominant empires across time and context for
comparison between various military cultures. From familiar engagements like Thermopylae (480 BC),
Verdun (1916), and the Tet Offensive (1968) to lesser-studied battles such as Zama (202 BC), Arsuf (1191),
and Navarino Bay (1827), Overy presents the key actors, choices, and contingencies, focusing on those
details--sometimes overlooked--that decided the battle. The American victory at the Battle of Midway, for
example, was determined by only ten bombs. It was, as Wellington said of Waterloo, a "near run thing."

Rather than focusing on the question of victory or defeat, Overy examines what an engagement can tell us on
a larger level about the history of warfare itself. New weapons and tactics can have a sudden impact on the
outcome of a battle--but so too can leadership, or the effects of a clever deception, or raw courage. Overy
offers a deft and visually captivating look at the engagements that have shaped the course of human history,
and changed the face of warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this A History of War in 100 Battles
book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Frances Savage:

The reserve with title A History of War in 100 Battles posesses a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Vikki Maynard:

Why? Because this A History of War in 100 Battles is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Lisa Williams:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A History of War in 100 Battles was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A History of War in 100 Battles has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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