
Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life at Fremantle:
The Story of an Irish Rebel

Thomas McCarthy Fennell

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B0095FDYAY
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B0095FDYAY
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B0095FDYAY


Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life at Fremantle: The Story
of an Irish Rebel

Thomas McCarthy Fennell

Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life at Fremantle: The Story of an Irish Rebel Thomas McCarthy
Fennell
"     Like many 19th century Irish immigrants, Thomas McCarthy Fennell arrived in the United States to start
a new life.  Unlike other Irishmen, however, Fennell arrived on America’s West coast by ship.  He was a
thirty year old ex-convict recently discharged from an Australian prison.  As a condition of release he could
not return to his native land.  His crime?  Treason, or as the Crown’s trial judge put it, “compassing” against
Queen Victoria. In the tumultuous 1860s Fennell organized Fenians – Irish and Irish-American Nationalists
who sought by force to rid Ireland of Britain’s dominance.  He fought and was wounded in the 1867
Uprising, hardly a footnote in history, yet England’s great Prime Minister, Gladstone, would refer to it as
“the first streak of dawn.”  And indeed it added to the foundation that would eventually lead to the Republic
of Ireland.Fennell was transported to Australia on the last prison ship dispatched there by Britain, the
Hougoumont, a converted merchant vessel.  On board for three months with 280 other convicts, Fennell and
a small group of Fenians including John Boyle O’Reilly and John Sarsfield Casey (The Galtee Boy) stayed
together.  They prayed, sang and entertained each other.  They even published a weekly newspaper.      
Fennell was in Western Australia, a colony that wanted convict labor, for over three years; first at Fremantle
Prison and then on a chain gang.  Pardoned in 1871 by Victoria, he made his way to America where he
eventually settled in Elmira, New York. He remained active in the movement and was the one to propose the
famous Catalpa Rescue of 1876.     This is the true story of Fennell’s incarceration, in his own words.  Here
he describes the humiliations and horrors of being a political prisoner thrown in with murderers, rapists and
other criminals of the worst kind.  He recounts floggings, daily strip searches and death at sea.  Yet he and
his fellow Fenians triumphed in the end, and Fennell would write his story.     Now, Fennell’s 70,000 word
manuscript is available to the public for the first time.  Articles by Walter McGrath and Matthew
Bermingham accompany the text, along with other supplementary information, extensive footnotes,
photographs and illustrations.What’s being said about this book - “With a useful introductory essay, the
editorial annotations, a good selection of illustrations, a selection of Fenian poetry and a number of articles to
provide context, Fennell and King have made a valuable contribution to Western Australian history."" H.A.
Willis, The West Australian “You are to be congratulated on the high standard of the edition. It will be an
important addition to the National Library’s collection.” Noel Kissane, Keeper of the Manuscripts National
Library of Ireland “To have a record of daily life in the Prison during the 19th century and in such detail – is
of inestimable value to us.” Rob Besford,Fremantle Prison, WA ""This voyage is of additional significance
as it brought the last shipload of convicts to the Australian penal settlement."" The Irish Times “I’d like to
compliment you on bringing such a wonderful new source of Fenian biography to light so expertly.” Keith
Amos, author of The Fenians In Australia “I am pleased to add this to our collection as it will be extremely
useful for research on the Fenians. There are so few first hand accounts of convict/Fenian life, making this
all the more important.” David Whiteford, The Battye Library, Australia “Marie King and Philip Fennell
have combined their efforts to provide historical context and then present the purest form of these memoirs.”
John Benson, Pawling News Chronicle
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From reader reviews:

David Binkley:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life at Fremantle: The Story of
an Irish Rebel seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life
at Fremantle: The Story of an Irish Rebel is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship together with the book Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life at Fremantle: The Story of an
Irish Rebel. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Tami Anders:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life at Fremantle:
The Story of an Irish Rebel can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Ida Johnson:

The reason why? Because this Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life at Fremantle: The Story of an Irish
Rebel is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If
I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Paul Simpson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This reserve Voyage of the Hougoumont and Life at Fremantle: The Story of an Irish
Rebel was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
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