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Taking a distinctively aesthetic approach to the genre of realist short fiction, Kerry McSweeney clusters the
work of five masters - Anton Chekhov, James Joyce, Ernest Hemingway, Flannery O'Connor, and Raymond
Carver - to offer a poetics of the form for students and scholars. At the center of this argument is the notion
that the realist short story is a glimpse - powerful and tightly focused - into a world that the writer must
precisely craft and in which the reader must fully invest. Selecting writers from different generational,
national, and cultural backgrounds, McSweeney chooses writers based on their commitment to the realist
representation of experience and their shared belief in the importance and efficacy of the short story form.
By considering their efforts in tandem, he develops a means to assess the strategies and claims of realist short
fiction. McSweeney demonstrates that when the comments these writers have made about their work are
assembled and critically scrutinized, the result is an aesthetic critical model - as opposed to more
interpretative models that focus attention on the determination (or indetermination) of meanings. He suggests
that a fully adequate reading of a realist short story involves the integration of three components: the
enjoyment and contemplation of the story in and of itself; affective receptivity, or a response to the story's
emotional content; and cognitive activity, or the reflective consideration of the story's conceptual
implications. In individual chapters on Chekov, Joyce, Hemingway, O'Connor, and Carver, this
presentational model is applied to widely known and often anthologized readings from each writer.
McSweeney brings into sharp focus the distinctive features of each piece, makes qualitative discriminations,
and assesses the profitability of other critical models. He concludes with an invitation to test the mettle of his
approach in reading other realist short story writers.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

The book The Realist Short Story of the Powerful Glimpse: Chekhov to Carver make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Realist Short Story of the Powerful Glimpse: Chekhov to Carver to become your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Realist Short Story of the Powerful
Glimpse: Chekhov to Carver. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Kimberly Wood:

The ability that you get from The Realist Short Story of the Powerful Glimpse: Chekhov to Carver may be
the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Realist Short Story of the Powerful Glimpse:
Chekhov to Carver giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can
go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
kind of The Realist Short Story of the Powerful Glimpse: Chekhov to Carver instantly.

Lillie Corley:

The guide with title The Realist Short Story of the Powerful Glimpse: Chekhov to Carver contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Brooks Davis:

Beside this The Realist Short Story of the Powerful Glimpse: Chekhov to Carver in your phone, it may give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have The Realist Short Story of the Powerful Glimpse: Chekhov to Carver because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition
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