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After his 1728 Virginia-North Carolina boundary expedition, Virginia planter and politician William Byrd II
composed two very different accounts of his adventures. The Secret History of the Line was written for
private circulation, offering tales of scandalous behavior and political misconduct, peppered with rakish
humor and personal satire. The History of the Dividing Line, continually revised by Byrd for decades after
the expedition, was intended for the London literary market, though not published in his lifetime. Collating
all extant manuscripts, Kevin Joel Berland's landmark scholarly edition of these two histories provides wide-
ranging historical and cultural contexts for both, helping to recreate the social and intellectual ethos of Byrd
and his time.
Byrd enriched his narratives with material appropriated from earlier authors, many of whose works were in
his library--the most extensive in the American colonies. Berland identifies for the first time many of Byrd's
sources and raises the question: how reliable are histories that build silently upon antecedent texts and
present borrowed material as firsthand testimony? In his analysis, Berland demonstrates the need for a new
category to assess early modern history writing: the hybrid, accretional narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Dividing
Line Histories of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American
History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jennifer Handler:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Dividing Line Histories of
William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Christopher Hannah:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Dividing Line Histories of William
Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Steven Ward:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book The Dividing Line Histories of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro
Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) we can consider more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Dividing Line
Histories of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History



and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia). You can more desirable than now.
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