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This book is the first comprehensive study of Rousseau's rich and complex theory of the type of self-love
(amour propre ) that, for him, marks the central difference between humans and the beasts. Amour propre is
the passion that drives human individuals to seek the esteem, approval, admiration, or love--the recognition -
-of their fellow beings. Neuhouser reconstructs Rousseau's understanding of what the drive for recognition
is, why it is so problematic, and how its presence opens up far-reaching developmental possibilities for
creatures that possess it. One of Rousseau's central theses is that amour propre in its corrupted,
manifestations--pride or vanity--is the principal source of an array of evils so widespread that they can easily
appear to be necessary features of the human condition: enslavement, conflict, vice, misery, and self-
estrangement. Yet Rousseau also argues that solving these problems depends not on suppressing or
overcoming the drive for recognition but on cultivating it so that it contributes positively to the achievement
of freedom, peace, virtue, happiness, and unalienated selfhood. Indeed, Rousseau goes so far as to claim that,
despite its many dangers, the need for recognition is a condition of nearly everything that makes human life
valuable and that elevates it above mere animal existence: rationality, morality, freedom--subjectivity itself--
would be impossible for humans if it were not for amour propre and the relations to others it impels us to
establish.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Barrientes:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the
Drive for Recognition.

Cynthia Gomez:

This Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition is completely new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone.
These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Frank Botelho:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This guide Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Shirley Pedro:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love:



Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition.
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