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The story of Jayson Blair and the chaos he sowed at the New York Times is a cautionary tale for the
American media and for a public concerned about the accuracy of the news it consumes. A young African
American reporter said to be ''promising and talented'' was found to have plagiarized a former fellow NYT
intern on a story about Iraq War casualties. This led to revelations involving a long pattern of egregious
plagiarism, outright fabrication, dateline fraud and other forms of journalistic deception - rocking the Times
to its foundations. After nearly a month in the hot seat, the paper's two top editors resigned, under pressure
from publisher Arthur Sulzberger Jr. and despite promises that no such ''newsroom scapegoating'' would
occur. The Times management called the Blair scandal an anomaly that shouldn't stain the paper's reputation
or raise questions about racial favoritism. But as William McGowan shows in this hard-hitting inquiry, the
episode was symptomatic of a long institutional and intellectual downward slide that has set America's most
important news icon at odds with its journalistic mission - and with much of mainstream America. Using the
Blair Affair as a springboard, McGowan examines the past decade at the Times, focusing on figures such as
Sulzberger, fired editor Howell Raines and Jayson Blair himself to understand how an ''irreplaceable national
institution'' could turn into the butt of late-night Letterman and Leno jokes. How did the Times become so
suffused with intellectual orthodoxy and so committed to a tattered political correctness? Who is responsible
for squandering the finest legacy in American journalism? Can the Times recover? These are some of the
questions McGowan ponders in Gray Lady Down, the inside story of what happened to America's ''Paper of
Record.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Weinstein:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Gray Lady Down: What the Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means for
America.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called Gray Lady Down: What
the Decline and Fall of the New York Times Means for America? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Rebecca Dryden:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Gray Lady Down: What the Decline and Fall of the New
York Times Means for America as your daily resource information.

Justin Mireles:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Gray Lady Down: What the Decline and Fall of the
New York Times Means for America or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Gray Lady Down: What the Decline and Fall of the New
York Times Means for America to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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