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Country music has come of age. It has a rich history in American culture, and its story is well told in this
definitive encyclopedia, written with verve and insight by the editors of America's leading and most popular
country music magazine. The background of all the major -- and minor -- performers in country music, their
greatest hits, fascinating anecdotes about their childhoods, their rise to (or fall from) fame, the truth behind
publicity releases and general rumor -- it's all here, from Roy Acuff and Billy Ray Cyrus to Patsy Cline and
Reba McEntire.

The Comprehensive Country Music Encyclopedia offers a fresh, absorbing portrait of country music from its
folkloric origins to its present status as the popular music of choice for 42 percent of the adult population,
according to industry estimates. Indeed, in the past decade, the country music audience has tripled. Between
1988 and 1990, sales of country records jumped 56 percent as sales of rock-'n'-roll records slumped 5
percent. Combining more than six hundred short descriptive entries with longer evaluative articles, the
encyclopedia is informative, engaging, and a pleasure to read. The critical events and individuals that have
shaped country music are all here in one indispensable volume.

More than a reference book to be consulted simply for the dates or details of a particular artist's hits or
career, the encyclopedia offers a virtual social history of country music. It distinguishes itself not only by the
unassailable authority of its contributors -- the most knowledgeable and gifted writers in this field -- but by
its in-depth portraits of country music's pioneers and contemporary stars. Individual entries are placed within
a larger historical and musical context. Linking discrete facts, dates, and events through what amount to
interpretive essays, The Comprehensive Country Music Encyclopedia presents the overarching themes and
musical ideas that have animated the landscape of country music.

An additional feature of the encyclopedia is the more than six hundred photographs, many rarely seen. These
superb photographs convey the social and cultural spirit of the artists depicted. Together with the compelling
text, the encyclopedia is certain to engage the curiosity, interests, and passions of every reader, and of every
fan.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The
Comprehensive Country Music Encyclopedia? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Catherine Scott:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Comprehensive Country Music
Encyclopedia as your daily resource information.

Susan Ross:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Comprehensive Country
Music Encyclopedia which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Katrice Fredericksen:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Comprehensive Country Music Encyclopedia was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Comprehensive Country
Music Encyclopedia has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that.
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