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In 1695, workers in Pavia, Italy, chanced upon a collection of bones in the crypt of the Cathedral of San
Pietro in Ciel d'Oro. The workers later testified that they had seen the name of St Augustine written in
charcoal on the surface of the casket they had uncovered. Yet by the time of the official inquest, all traces of
the writing had disappeared. Offering insights into urban literacy and conceptions of reading, this text
explores the controversy that ensued over the alleged discovery of Augustine's bones. Manuscripts,
broadsides, pamphlets - even whole books - were devoted to proving or disproving the authenticity of the
remains. Although these works were addressed to members of the clergy, they were also intended for the
general reading public in Pavia, Milan and Venice. Their dissemination helped create a temporary public
sphere in which the merits of the case were examined in a spirit of free debate. A re-examination of the
dispute over St Augustine's bones illuminates aspects of Catholic spirituality in Northern Italy during the late
17th and early 18th centuries. It also reveals the different ways in which Catholic scholars, local religious
leaders, and the papal administration sought to influence and direct local popular religious belief and
practices. Although the controversy was officially resolved by the papacy in 1728, the debate over the relics
of San Pietro continued into the 20th century. By combining methods developed in the burgeoning field of
the history of the book with the tools of cultural analysis, Harold Stone not only recovers the stories
surrounding St Augustine's bones, but also reconstructs the mental world of those who read or heard them.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory (Studies in Print
Culture and the History of the Book). Try to face the book St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory (Studies in
Print Culture and the History of the Book) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jesse Nance:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory (Studies in Print
Culture and the History of the Book) to read.

Dorothea Profitt:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know which you should start with. This St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory (Studies in Print
Culture and the History of the Book) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Norma Barnes:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory
(Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick St. Augustine's Bones: A Microhistory
(Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) become your personal starter.
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