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'this is all a fairy tale...and, therefore, you are not to believe a word of it, even if it is true'

The Water-Babies (1863) is one of the strangest and most powerful children's stories ever written.

In describing the underwater adventures of Tom, a chimney-sweeper's boy who is transformed into a water-
baby after he drowns, Charles Kingsley combined comic fantasy and moral fable to extraordinary effect.
Tom's encounters with friendly fish, curious lobsters, and characters such as Mrs Doasyouwouldbedoneby
are both an exciting fairy tale and a crash course in evolutionary theory. They also reflect the quirky
imagination of one of the great Victorian eccentrics. Tom's adventures are constantly interrupted by
Kingsley's sideswipes at contemporary issues such as child labor, and they offer a rich satiric take on the
great scientific debates of the day.

This edition reprints the original complete version of the story, and includes a lively introduction, detailed
explanatory notes, and an appendix that reprints Kingsley's first attempt to describe the mysterious creatures
that live under the sea.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Jones:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Water-Babies
(Oxford World's Classics)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have additional opinion?

William Manwaring:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Water-Babies (Oxford World's Classics) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Water-Babies (Oxford World's Classics)is the one of several
books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Erin Cummins:

The reserve untitled The Water-Babies (Oxford World's Classics) is the book that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of The Water-Babies (Oxford World's Classics) from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Alexandra Stafford:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Water-Babies (Oxford World's
Classics) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Water-
Babies (Oxford World's Classics) become your own starter.
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