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In 1836, the murder of a young prostitute made headlines in New York City and around the country,
inaugurating a sex-and-death sensationalism in news reporting that haunts us today. Patricia Cline Cohen
goes behind these first lurid accounts to reconstruct the story of the mysterious victim, Helen Jewett.

From her beginnings as a servant girl in Maine, Helen Jewett refashioned herself, using four successive
aliases, into a highly paid courtesan. She invented life stories for herself that helped her build a sympathetic
clientele among New York City's elite, and she further captivated her customers through her seductive
letters, which mixed elements of traditional feminine demureness with sexual boldness.

But she was to meet her match--and her nemesis--in a youth called Richard Robinson. He was one of an
unprecedented number of young men who flooded into America's burgeoning cities in the 1830s to satisfy
the new business society's seemingly infinite need for clerks. The son of an established Connecticut family,
he was intense, arrogant, and given to posturing. He became Helen Jewett's lover in a tempestuous affair and
ten months later was arrested for her murder. He stood trial in a five-day courtroom drama that ended with
his acquittal amid the cheers of hundreds of fellow clerks and other spectators.

With no conviction for murder, nor closure of any sort, the case continued to tantalize the public, even
though Richard Robinson disappeared from view. Through the Erie Canal, down the Ohio and the
Mississippi, and by way of New Orleans, he reached the wilds of Texas and a new life under a new name.
Through her meticulous and ingenious research, Patricia Cline Cohen traces his life there and the many
twists and turns of the lingering mystery of the murder. Her stunning portrayals of Helen Jewett, Robinson,
and their raffish, colorful nineteenth-century world make vivid a frenetic city life and sexual morality whose
complexities, contradictions, and concerns resonate with those of our own time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Carolina Jones:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Murder of Helen
Jewett book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Allen Goehring:

This The Murder of Helen Jewett tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this The Murder of Helen Jewett can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Murder of Helen Jewett giving you
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Becky Duncan:

The e-book untitled The Murder of Helen Jewett is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of The Murder of Helen Jewett from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Luis Hahn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Murder of Helen Jewett reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Murder of Helen Jewett as good book not simply
by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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