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"I understand that in my own life, I represented a whole period of American history."

As Laura Ingalls Wilder realized they would, her widely loved stories of her prairie childhood have become
much more than a nostalgic blend of myth, memories, and autobiography. Historically, John Miller reveals,
they have much to tell us about the realities of day-to-day living and attitudes in the nineteenth century.

History and literature are closely intertwined, Miller contends, and in this book he illustrates how Wilder's
novels enhance our understanding of history and how, simultaneously, a historical perspective framed
Wilder's fiction. Wilder, he shows, interwove content and form to produce a sentimental and compelling, yet
nuanced and believable, picture of family life on the agricultural frontier.

Focusing on Wilder's novels set in and around De Smet, South Dakota, which include By the Shores of Silver
Lake and Little Town on the Prairie, Miller compares her fictional world to history recorded in census
figures, newspaper accounts, county records, maps, and photographs. He illustrates that, although Wilder
sacrificed some historical details for simplicity and drama, she preserved a general accuracy of people,
places, events, and customs and depicted many facets of late nineteenth-century life, from food and
entertainment to work ethics and education.

Miller also addresses the controversy over the authorship of the eight novels attributed to Wilder was she the
true author or were they ghostwritten by her daughter, Rose Wilder Lane? He contends that while Lane's
editorial contribution was of great value, the voice in the book belongs to Wilder. The books are filled with
her interpretations of the truth as influenced by the time period in which she grew up and the culture the
institutions, gossip, informal community pressure, media, stories, songs, roles, and stereotypes that
surrounded her.

Providing a glimpse of prairie life through the eyes of a young girl, Wilder's novels are as historically valid
as their nonfiction cousins, Miller argues. Hers is a lived history a sometimes romantic, sometimes
observational account of the joys and frustrations of life on the prairie and a reflection of the westward
movement in its prime.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Gaylor:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Laura Ingalls
Wilder's Little Town: Where History and Literature Meet? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Daniel Ellis:

Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and Literature Meet can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Laura
Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and Literature Meet but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Anna Baron:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is usually Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and
Literature Meet. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Evelyn Rogers:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little Town: Where History and Literature Meet when you
desired it?
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