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Can God create a stone too heavy for him to lift? Can time have a beginning? Which came first, the chicken
or the egg? Riddles, paradoxes, conundrums--for millennia the human mind has found such knotty logical
problems both perplexing and irresistible.
Now Roy Sorensen offers the first narrative history of paradoxes, a fascinating and eye-opening account that
extends from the ancient Greeks, through the Middle Ages, the Enlightenment, and into the twentieth
century. When Augustine asked what God was doing before He made the world, he was told: "Preparing hell
for people who ask questions like that." A Brief History of the Paradox takes a close look at "questions like
that" and the philosophers who have asked them, beginning with the folk riddles that inspired Anaximander
to erect the first metaphysical system and ending with such thinkers as Lewis Carroll, Ludwig Wittgenstein,
and W.V. Quine. Organized chronologically, the book is divided into twenty-four chapters, each of which
pairs a philosopher with a major paradox, allowing for extended consideration and putting a human face on
the strategies that have been taken toward these puzzles. Readers get to follow the minds of Zeno, Socrates,
Aquinas, Ockham, Pascal, Kant, Hegel, and many other major philosophers deep inside the tangles of
paradox, looking for, and sometimes finding, a way out.
Filled with illuminating anecdotes and vividly written, A Brief History of the Paradox will appeal to anyone
who finds trying to answer unanswerable questions a paradoxically pleasant endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Carr:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific A Brief
History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind book as nice and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Alberto Redden:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This A Brief History of the Paradox:
Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Blake Westerman:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the
Labyrinths of the Mind can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?

Kevin Pennell:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the
Labyrinths of the Mind was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A
Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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