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James Houk's field work in Trinidad and subsequent involvement in the Orisha religion allows him a
uniquely intimate perspective on a complex and eclectic religion. Originating in Nigeria, Orisha combines
elements of African religions (notably Yoruba), Catholicism, Hinduism, Protestantism Spiritual Baptist, and
Kabbalah. A religion of spirits and spirit possession, ceremonies and feasts, churches and shrines, sacrifices
and sacred objects, Orisha is constantly shifting and unstable, its practice widely varied. As a belief system,
it is a powerful presence in the social structure, culture, and, more recently, the political realm of Trinidad.
Houk carefully examines the historical forces that have transformed Orisha from a relatively simple religion
in colonial Trinidad to an abstruse mix of belief, ritual, and symbolism. The voices of worshippers and
Orisha leaders spring to life the intensity and power of the religion. Houk's own recounting of participation
in many of the mystical ceremonies, including taking on the important role of drummer in several feasts, his
initiation into Orisha, and his exceptional field research provide fascinating details essential in understanding
the development of this Caribbean religion. James T. Houk, an independent scholar, holds a Ph. D. in
anthropology from Tulane University and has published several articles on Caribbean religion.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

Here thing why that Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home
by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Spirits, Blood and
Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad in e-book can be your alternative.

Andrew Drake:

This Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad are usually reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha
Religion in Trinidad can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Peter Hudson:

The book Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha
Religion in Trinidad is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Donna Sedillo:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad.
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