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The colonization of Spanish America resulted in the mixing of Natives, Europeans, and Africans and the
subsequent creation of a casta system that discriminated against them. Members of mixed races could,
however, free themselves from such burdensome restrictions through the purchase of a gracias al sacar—a
royal exemption that provided the privileges of Whiteness. For more than a century, the whitening gracias al
sacar has fascinated historians. Even while the documents remained elusive, scholars continually mentioned
the potential to acquire Whiteness as a provocative marker of the historic differences between Anglo and
Latin American treatments of race. Purchasing Whiteness explores the fascinating details of 40 cases of
whitening petitions, tracking thousands of pages of ensuing conversations as petitioners, royal officials, and
local elites disputed not only whether the state should grant full whiteness to deserving individuals, but
whether selective prejudices against the castas should cease.

Purchasing Whiteness contextualizes the history of the gracias al sacar within the broader framework of
three centuries of mixed race efforts to end discrimination. It identifies those historic variables that structured
the potential for mobility as Africans moved from slavery to freedom, mixed with Natives and Whites, and
transformed later generations into vassals worthy of royal favor. By examining this history of pardo and
mulatto mobility, the author provides striking insight into those uniquely characteristic and deeply embedded
pathways through which the Hispanic world negotiated processes of inclusion and exclusion.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

The book Purchasing Whiteness: Pardos, Mulattos, and the Quest for Social Mobility in the Spanish Indies
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Purchasing Whiteness: Pardos, Mulattos, and the Quest for
Social Mobility in the Spanish Indies to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open up and read a e-book Purchasing Whiteness: Pardos, Mulattos, and the Quest for Social Mobility in the
Spanish Indies. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Ronda Tollison:

The publication untitled Purchasing Whiteness: Pardos, Mulattos, and the Quest for Social Mobility in the
Spanish Indies is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Purchasing Whiteness: Pardos, Mulattos, and the Quest
for Social Mobility in the Spanish Indies from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kathleen Hernandez:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Purchasing Whiteness: Pardos, Mulattos, and
the Quest for Social Mobility in the Spanish Indies can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Susan Gaier:

Purchasing Whiteness: Pardos, Mulattos, and the Quest for Social Mobility in the Spanish Indies can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Purchasing Whiteness: Pardos, Mulattos, and the Quest for Social Mobility in the
Spanish Indies nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm



resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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