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A compelling, lucid, and highly readable chronicle of medieval life written by the authors of the bestselling
Life in a Medieval Castle and Life in a Medieval City

Historians have only recently awakened to the importance of the family, the basic social unit throughout
human history. This book traces the development of marriage and the family from the Middle Ages to the
early modern era. It describes how the Roman and barbarian cultural streams merged under the influence of
the Christian church to forge new concepts, customs, laws, and practices. Century by century it follows the
development -- sometimes gradual, at other times revolutionary -- of significant elements in the history of the
family:

The basic functions of the family as production unit, as well as its religious, social, judicial, and●

educational roles.
The shift of marriage from private arrangement between families to public ceremony between individuals,●

and the adjustments in dowry, bride-price, and counter-dowry.
The development of consanguinity rules and incest taboos in church law and lay custom.●

The peasant family in its varying condition of being free or unfree, poor, middling, or rich.●

The aristocratic estate, the problem of the younger son, and the disinheritance of daughters.●

The Black Death and its long-term effects on the family.●

Sex attitudes and customs: the effects of variations in age of men and women at marriage.●

The changing physical environment of noble, peasant, and urban families.●

Arrangements by families for old age and retirement.●
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Marriage and the Family in the Middle Ages book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Marriage and the Family in the
Middle Ages content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Marriage and the
Family in the Middle Ages is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Raymond Custer:

This Marriage and the Family in the Middle Ages are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason of this Marriage and the Family in the Middle Ages can be one of several
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Marriage
and the Family in the Middle Ages forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Ray Davis:

Beside that Marriage and the Family in the Middle Ages in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Marriage and
the Family in the Middle Ages because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Roberta Swinton:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Marriage and the Family in the Middle Ages was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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