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Marking the forty-fifth anniversary of Apollo 11’s moon landing, First Man by James Hansen offers the only
authorized glimpse into the life of America’s most famous astronaut, Neil Armstrong—the man whose “one
small step” changed history.

“The Eagle has landed.”

When Apollo 11 touched down on the moon’s surface in 1969, the first man on the moon became a legend.
In First Man, Hansen explores the life of Neil Armstrong. Based on over fifty hours of interviews with the
intensely private Armstrong, who also gave Hansen exclusive access to private documents and family
sources, this “magnificent panorama of the second half of the American twentieth century” (Publishers
Weekly, starred review) is an unparalleled biography of an American icon.

Upon his return to earth, Armstrong was honored and celebrated for his monumental achievement. He was
also—as James R. Hansen reveals in this fascinating and important biography—misunderstood. Armstrong’s
accomplishments as engineer, test pilot, and astronaut have long been a matter of record, but Hansen’s
unprecedented access to private documents and unpublished sources and his interviews with more than 125
subjects (including more than fifty hours with Armstrong himself) yield this first in-depth analysis of an
elusive American celebrity still renowned the world over.

In a riveting narrative filled with revelations, Hansen vividly recreates Armstrong’s career in flying, from his
seventy-eight combat missions as a naval aviator flying over North Korea to his formative transatmospheric
flights in the rocket-powered X-15 to his piloting Gemini VIII to the first-ever docking in space. These
milestones made it seem, as Armstrong’s mother Viola memorably put it, “as if from the very moment he
was born—farther back still—that our son was somehow destined for the Apollo 11 mission.”

For a pilot who cared more about flying to the Moon than he did about walking on it, Hansen asserts,
Armstrong’s storied vocation exacted a dear personal toll, paid in kind by his wife and children. For the
forty-five years since the Moon landing, rumors have swirled around Armstrong concerning his dreams of
space travel, his religious beliefs, and his private life.

In a penetrating exploration of American hero worship, Hansen addresses the complex legacy of the First
Man, as an astronaut and as an individual. In First Man, the personal, technological, epic, and iconic blend to
form the portrait of a great but reluctant hero who will forever be known as history’s most famous space
traveler.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong.

Gwen Dawes:

Often the book First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong will bring that you the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read,
this book very acceptable to you. The book First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

John Casteel:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong is
simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Cheryl Ruiz:

This First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this First Man: The Life of Neil
A. Armstrong can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and
knowledge.
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