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"Awe-inspiring . . . a masterly synthesis."
--The New York Times Book Review

"Deeply penetrating, intensely thought-provoking and thoroughly informed . . . one of the most important
general surveys of Africa that has been produced in the last decade." --The Washington Post

In 1978, paleontologists in East Africa discovered the earliest evidence of our divergence from the apes:
three pre-human footprints, striding away from a volcano, were preserved in the petrified surface of a
mudpan over three million years ago. Out of Africa, the world's most ancient and stable landmass, Homo
sapiens dispersed across the globe.  And yet the continent that gave birth to human history has long been
woefully misunderstood and mistreated by the rest of the world.

In a book as splendid in its wealth of information as it is breathtaking in scope, British writer and
photojournalist John Reader brings to light Africa's geology and evolution, the majestic array of its
landforms and environments, the rich diversity of its peoples and their ways of life, the devastating legacies
of slavery and colonialism as well as recent political troubles and triumphs. Written in simple, elegant prose
and illustrated with Reader's own photographs, Africa: A Biography of the Continent is an unforgettable
book that will delight the general reader and expert alike.  

"Breathtaking in its scope and detail." --San Francisco Chronicle
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

This Africa: A Biography of the Continent book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Africa: A Biography of the Continent without we know teach the one who looking at it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Africa: A Biography of the Continent can
bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Africa: A Biography of the Continent having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Mendoza:

The guide untitled Africa: A Biography of the Continent is the book that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study
when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get
the e-book of Africa: A Biography of the Continent from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Helen Tate:

Africa: A Biography of the Continent can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Africa: A Biography of
the Continent although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Wayne Robinson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Africa: A Biography of the Continent why because the
great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.
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