
The Invention of Improvement: Information and
Material Progress in Seventeenth-Century

England
Paul Slack

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0199645914
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0199645914
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0199645914


The Invention of Improvement: Information and Material
Progress in Seventeenth-Century England

Paul Slack

The Invention of Improvement: Information and Material Progress in Seventeenth-Century England
Paul Slack
Improvement was a new concept in seventeenth-century England; only then did it become usual for people to
think that the most effective way to change things for the better was not a revolution or a return to the past,
but the persistent application of human ingenuity to the challenge of increasing the country's wealth and
general wellbeing. Improvements in agriculture and industry, commerce and social welfare, would bring
infinite prosperity and happiness. The word improvement was itself a recent coinage. It was useful as a
slogan summarising all these goals, and since it had no equivalent in other languages, it gave the English a
distinctive culture of improvement that they took with them to Ireland and Scotland, and to their possessions
overseas. It made them different from everyone else.

The Invention of Improvement explains how this culture of improvement came about. Paul Slack explores the
political and economic circumstances which allowed notions of improvement to take root, and the changes in
habits of mind which improvement accelerated. It encouraged innovation, industriousness, and the
acquisition of consumer goods which delivered comfort and pleasure. There was a new appreciation of
material progress as a process that could be measured, and its impact was publicised by the circulation of
information about it. It had made the country richer and many of its citizens more prosperous, if not always
happier. Drawing on a rich variety of contemporary literature, The Invention of Improvement situates
improvement at the centre of momentous changes in how people thought and behaved, how they conceived
of their environment and their collective prospects, and how they cooperated in order to change them.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

The book The Invention of Improvement: Information and Material Progress in Seventeenth-Century
England make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book The Invention of Improvement: Information and Material Progress in Seventeenth-
Century England to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a
reserve The Invention of Improvement: Information and Material Progress in Seventeenth-Century England.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Randy Scott:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Invention of
Improvement: Information and Material Progress in Seventeenth-Century England is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Rahn:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and The Invention of Improvement: Information and Material
Progress in Seventeenth-Century England as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Invention of Improvement: Information and
Material Progress in Seventeenth-Century England to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Haley Berg:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just



searching for the The Invention of Improvement: Information and Material Progress in Seventeenth-Century
England when you needed it?
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